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MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


Provincial Medical and Surgical Asso- 
ciation. Report of Committee on Irregular 
Practice.—[Our readers will, we are sure, 
peruse with pleasure the following report 
made to the Provincial Medical and Surgical 
Association, at its nineteenth anniversary 
meeting at Brighton, in August last. | 

Dr. Cormack said: I have the honour to 
be commissioned (0 offer for the acceptance 
of this great meeting, the Report of your 
Committee on Irregular Practice. Al- 
though the terms of our appointment might 
have justified a more general notice of the 
prevailing delusions and impostures of the 
day, we have thought it best to direct your 
attention solely to what is called homeo- 
pathy, as along with it is almost invariably 
associated the practice of other systems of 
charlatanry. I am anxious to state, at the 
outset, that we have not thought it neces- 
sary to adopt the language of controversy, 
and we have endeavored principally to mark 
out the necessity of excluding from this 
Association three classes of practitioners ; 
first, those who really (and many of them 
honestly) practice homeopathy; second, 
those of a mixed, or bastard kind, who 
practice homeopathy in combination with 
mesmerism, hydropathy, allopathy, or any 
pathy which the patient most may fancy ; 
and, third, those who, under various pre- 
tences, hold professional intercourse with 
homeopathic practitioners. It is not neces- 
aary, in this assembly, to prove that homao- 
pathy is a mere chimera—a system opposed 
to reason, common sense, and all medical 
experience ; buat I may, in a few words, 
give you a brief synopsis of what Hahne- 
mannism is. Dr. Cormack then stated 
that there were three leading doctrines, or 
rather dogmas, promulgated by the German 
dreamer: Ist, that all diseases depended 
upon three inherent taints, the principal one 
being the itch, or psoric, as he called it; 





2d, that like cures like—similia similibus 
curantur ; and, third, the giving of infinite- 
simal doses. With regard to all of these 
chimeras, Dr. Cormack averred that they 
had no scientific basis, no facts to rest upon, 
and the statements made about medicines 
acting when divided into the decillionth of 
a grain, are so transcendantly nonsensical 
as not to be entertained even as a subject of 
consideration for an instant except by an un- 
healthy mind. The simple fact is this, that 
Hahnemann’s doses cannot be demonstrated 
to exist, and are so small! that the mind of 
man can form no conception of their minute- 
ness. Some homcopaths repudiate, in a 
sort of half-and-half way, the small doses, 
but the public who feed homcopaths gene- 
rally conceive that their medicines are given 
to them in the attenuations of Hahnemann, 
in quantities ranging from a millionth toa 
decillionth of a grain. Small doses were 
lauded at the meeting in Hanover Square 
Rooms, but these laudations were, perhaps, 
applauded by men who give more freely 
than many of us would dare to do, strychnia 
and aconite, and other such like drugs, the 
most terrible doses of which are drops and 
fractions of a grain. Large doses of more 

dicines, as I well- know, are 
also every day prescribed by men who 
come forward as candidates for homeo- 
pathic practice among the wealthy and the 
noble. I have said enough to show you 
how vain it is to define what is meant by 
homa@opathic practice, when I mention that 
at a recent meeting of the annual congress 
of homceopathists there was present, as a 
large participator in the business, Dr. Wm. 
Mac Donald, who, besides being a homa@o- 
pathic practitioner, is a leading man as a 
believer in, or lecturer on, the highest 
degrees of mesmerism. Then Dr. Mac- 
leod (whose autobiography I hold in my 
hand), the keeper of @ water-cure inn at 
Bewrydding, in Yorkshire, is a chosen 
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champion of homeopathy, a man whom ‘ 


the Homeopathic Times delights to honour, : 


and who treats his patients by globules and 
wet sheets. But besides the legitimate and 
the bastard homeopaths, there is another 


class of men who have no right to sit with | 


us as brethren on these benches, nor be 
associated with us in this society. Regard- 
ing this class I would wish to say a little; 
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Why pick out disease at all from amongst 
the ills of man? And if so, why that par- 
ticular one? Why not blindness or madness, 
the stone or dropsy, rheumatism or the 
gout ?’’ Thus you see that the leprosy of 
St. Matthew and the psora of Hahnemann 


‘are the same thing. That, in fact, is the 


> 


grand idea of the sermon, but the great re- 
demption was not complete, or, at least, not 


but that little must be plain, and it is this,’ available till fallen man—till Hahnemann 
that we must not—not one member of this‘ appeared. I almost feel, sir, that the pass- 
association must hold professional inter- {age is too awful to recite before you, but I 
course with those traitorous men who meet ‘ must do it to save myself from the charge 


at the bedside with those whose medical 
creed and character I have, though perhaps 
too mildly, depicted. A broad line of de- 


of misrepresentation. 
‘* At the fall of man sin entered into the 
soul and disorder into the physical frame 


marcation must be drawn, and it must be } (with which that soul is connected) at the 


done this day. (Applause.) Private 
friendships have, perhaps, made some of us 
too long in adopting the painful but only 
right course. To error and imposture 
there never can be made an honourable 
exception. After adverting to various other 
subjects in the report, Dr. Cormack said 
that he approached the next topic with feel- 
ings of the deepest pain and sorrow. He 
continued: I will not yield to any man in 
my respect for the sacred office of the min- 
istry ; myself the son of a clergyman, Ihave 
always felt that the only other calling more 
noble than our own is that of preaching the 
everlasting Gospel, but, when clergymen 
assail us from the pulpit and injure our in- 
fluence with our patients by their zeal in 
converting proselytes to Hahnemann, nei- 
ther delicacy nor duty exacts from us silence. 
Numerous facts have been laid before your 
committee, from which we have ascertained 
that in some districts of the country the 
zeal with which the clergy have taken up 
homeopathy knows no bounds, and many 
of our brethren have had their patients wiled 
away. I would not have ventured, how- 
ever, to bring this prominently before you 
did I not hold in my hand a sermon preached 
by a Rev. Vice-President of the Hahnemann 
Hospital, in Bloomsbury Square, from 





same moment. God sent his Son to repair 
the mischief, and He bade His ministers 
preach the Gospel and heal the sick ; that is, 
cure the moral disorder and the physical 
disorder together; and for 1,900 years that 
precious wisdom has cried in the streets 
unheard. The preacher of the Gospel, not 
aware that that Gospel could never have 
free course until the physical leprosy of 
man was cleansed, and his chronic tenden- 
cies cured, has handed over to a separate 
profession the business with which his 
Lord entrusted him. And that profession, 
unconscious of its privileges, its duties, its 
powers, has, so to speak, ignored the whole 
question. It leaves those mad whom it 
might have cured, or it maddens men by 
large doses of powerful medicines; and then 
we wonder at the crimes and folly that mark 
the career of man. Let us be assured, bre- 
thren, that there is in the Gospel of Jesus 
a life, a power, a spirit, which is so much 
in harmony with man’s happiness and brings 
with it so much good, that if it had been 
understood by those who teach it and had 
had fair play, it would long ago have altered 
the whole face of society. But, in spite of 
Moses, in spite of Jesus, in spite of the law 
of nature, alike deaf to God’s voice and 
blind to facts, the medical profession has 


which it is necessary that I should read to ‘left the leprosy of the flesh to entwine itself 


you some extracts. The preacher was the ’ with the leprosy of the seul: 


Rev. Thomas R. Everest, Rector of Wick- 
war. He selected his text from the Gospel 
of St. Matthew: ‘‘ And as ye go, preach ! 
saying, the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 
Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the 
dead, cast out devils: freely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give’’—ch. x., 7 and 8 v. 

In this text the reverend gentleman finds 
revealed the doctrine of Hahnemann, but I 
will give you his own explanation of the 
words of the Evangelist : ‘Heal the sick and 
cleanse the lepers! Curansz the Lerers! 





Between the 
two, man’s tendencies .o sin are increased 
by the disorder of his reason, caused by the 
abnormal working of his machinery; and 
the Gospel finds in whom God intended 
that all should be normal, but with whom 
it can only communicate by means of nerves 
in a chronic state of irritation and a brain in 
discordant working, not a gentle convert 
but a hardened criminal, a perverse unbe- 
liever, a furious fanatic, or an eccentric 
unreasoning lunatic. But old things are 


{passed away, behold all things are new 
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made unto us. 
new system proposes to do for the human 
race.” That is to say, Jet us see what 


homeeopathy can do to complete the Christ- | 


ian system. The next extract which I shall 
read is an appeal to the pockets. 

‘*Mothers! do you wish to see your 
children washed clear of that leprous tend- 
ency to disease which fills our graveyards 
with sweet young flowers, cut off untimely, 
and which, to those who survive, transmits 
a legacy of pain, sin, and sorrow? THEN 
AID us! 

‘* Fathers! do you wish to see your sons 
grow up faithful Christians and sensible 
men, with a normal allowance of health, 
able to use calmly the reason which God 
has given to man for his comfort here, far 
from all extravagance and all eccentricity, 
holding a course of life steady, reasonable, 
religious—such a course as man, healed, 
God-fearing, and intellectual, should hold ? 
THEN alp vs! 

“* Governors of God’s heritage, monarchs, 
parliaments, magistrates! there is a gloomy 
thunder-cloud collecting on the horizon, 
rolling its deep masses over the face of day, 
threatening, lurid, portentous; but no man 
knows exactly what. It is called socialism, 
communism, the rights of man, the rights 
of iabour, the red republic. It is earnest, 
dark, sombre, avenging. It has been lashed 
up by hunger, low wages, glaring inequality, 
wicked passions of psoric origin, roused by 
alcohol and medicines, maddened by burn- 
ing eloquence. It has no strain of gentle- 
ness in it. It is arrested by neither ridicule 
nor menace. There is not one smile, or 
one jest hidden beneath its fantastic twirls. 
The sword has cleft it, but it re-unites 
more baleful. The cannon has poured its 
hail against it, but it rolls on as dense and 
as red as ever. ‘The priest has cursed it; 
society trembles to hear of it; but there it 
hangs in the calm that precedes the earth- 
quake; baffled, perhaps, but biding its time 
till the ‘ hour come and the man.’ Shall [ 
teach you to draw the lightning quietly from 
it ere it bursts upon your throne and your 
altar, and piles all your institutions into one 
heap? Arp vs!’’ I must inflictone more 
extract upon you. It is the preacher’s 
account of the medicine of love. 

‘The medicine of love has prepared the 
soul for the Gospel of love. The seed of 
the word will soon strike root in such asoil, 
and bring forth much fruit ; not the fruit of 
thievery and crime, afflicting folly and 
snarling religion that exists at present, but 
a wholesome crop of sensible actions and 
sound opinions ripened by the steady rays 


Let us now see what the | 
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of reason and religion. Growing up thus 
amidst calm and sunshine, and love and 
harmony, induced by the medicine of har- 
mony, the education of the young candidate 
for heaven commences. The first care of 
the parents is, by proper dynamic medicines 
(for’medicines in a brute material state, 
having a totally different action on the hu- 
man organism, are perfectly useless, or 
rather merely injurious) to eradicate all 
those psoric tendencies which cause or 
increase all our aches, pains, ill tempers, 
obstinacies, rebellions, cachexies, and all 
chronic diseases. Life in the beginning 
does so long for harmony, that if thus 
gently aided, it soon overrules all discord- 
ant tendencies. The molecular attraction 
proceeds normally. The infant developes 
into a normal child of the normal type, in 
whom all tendencies to irregularity, whe- 
ther of body or mind, growth or disposition, 
are much weakened and simplified. It has 
never been exacerbated by frantic doses of 
powerful medicines, never been excited by 
poisonous diet, never been beaten into ob- 
stinacy, never imitated the quarrels of its 
elders, never been spoiled into selfishness, 
never ittdulged into evil tempers ; continu- 
ing the physical education, and watching 
carefully the cries which life utters for 
assistance in order to relieve her just where 
and when she wants aid—never by mere 
palliatives, but always by dynamic remedies, 
whose energumenic power, akin to life 
itself, has been subtilly awakened and called 
forth from the brute mass in which it lay 
slumbering, and, if well chosen, will, by its 
unfailing elective attraction, restore to life 
at the very spot, by the very nerve wherein 
it labours, the very FoRcE in which it is de- 
ficient—you commence the moral and reli- 
gious training of the child. Plain, simple, 
easy, and charming, is THE GOOD NEWS OF 
GREAT Joy.”’ 

So much for the medicine of love. Let 
us now hear what the preacher says of our 
system of medicine. ‘‘ There was once a 
marriage made in heaven; but you put 
asunder those whom God joined together in 
heaven when you separated the healing of 
the sick from the preaching of the Gospel, 
and made two professions out of that which 
Jesus made one; and therefore it is that 
the art“of cure, separated from the holy 
principles of love, has lost its way and fallen 
into foul company, and consorted with all 
unloveable things — cathartics, moxa, the 
lancet, emetics, and blisters.’’ Now, sir, 
this sermon was preached in aid of the 
Hahnemann Hospital, and under the patron- 


age of much of the wealth and aristocracy 
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of this country. Emblazoned on its title 
page we find the names of his Excellency 
Chevalier Bunsen, his Grace the Duke of 
Hamilton, the Earl of Walton, the Earl of 
Shrewsbury, Lord Robt. Grosvenor, M. P., 
and many other noblemen and members of 
parliament. To such lists we are generally 
referred triumphantly, but [ would only say 
that it would not be difficult to add to the list 
hundreds of names of equal note, comprising 
noblemen, clergymen, and gentlemen who 
also support this quackery. But, sir, 1 
have yet to learn that these men are fit 
guides for the physician, and I would say 
that not all the coronets and mitres in Eng- 
land can convert a lie into the truth, and, 
layman though I be, I hesitate not to pro- 
claim in this public assembly that the ser- 
mon from which I have quoted is replete 
with quackery, heresy, and impious doc- 
trine. (Prolonged applause.) Dr. Cor- 
mack then read the following report on 
irregular practice .— 

““ Your committee have, after congulta- 
tion with numerous members of the asso- 
ciation, maturely considered the subject 
referred to them, and beg respectfully to 
suggest the adoption of the following-resolu- 
tions :— 

“1, That it is the opinion of this associa- 
tion that homeopathy, as propounded by 
Hahnemann and practiced by his followers, 
is 80 utterly opposed to science and common 
sense, as well as so completely at variance 
with the experience of the medical profes- 
sion, that it ought to be in no way or degree 
practiced or countenanced by any regularly 
educated medical practitioner. 

‘©2, That homeopathic practitioners, 
through the press, the platform, and the 
pulpit, have endeavoured to heap contempt 
upon the practice of medicine and surgery 
as followed by members of this association 
and by the profession at large. 

“3. That for these reasons it is deroga- 
tory to the honour of members of this asso- 
ciation to hold any kind of professional 
intercourse with homeopathic practitioners. 

‘¢4, That there are three classes of prac- 
titioners who ought not to be members of 
this association, viz., lst, real homeopathic 
practitioners; 2d, those who practice ho- 
meaopathy in combination with other sys- 
tems of treatment; and 3d, those who, 
under various pretences, meet in consulta- 
tion or hold professional intercourse with 
those who practice hommopathy. 

“5, That a committee of seven be ap- 
Pointed to frame lawsa in accordance with 
these resolutions, to be submitted to the 
Next annual meeting of the association. 
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‘6, That the thanks of the association 

are eminently due, and are hereby given to 
the Presidents and Fellows of the Royal 
Colleges of Physicians: and Surgeons of 
Edinburgh for their determined stand 
against homeopathic delusions and impos- 
tures. 
- “7, That the thanks of the association 
are also due, and are hereby given, to the 
Universities of Edinburgh and St. Andrew’s 
for their resolution to refuse their diplomas 
to practitioners of homaopathy; but the 
association feels imperatively called on to 
express its disapproval of any school’ of 
medicine which retains among itr teachers 
any one who holds homeopathic opinions. 

‘*8, That these resolutions be printed 
and transmitted to all the medical licensing 
bodies and medical schools in the United 
Kingdom ; and that they likewise be inserted 


in the Times newspaper, the Morning Post,y. 


the North British Advertiser, Saunders’s 
News Letter, all the British and Irish medi-— 


cal periodicals, and in such other joufnals = 


as the council may sanction upon the re- 
commendation of the branch associations. 
“In proposing these resolutions for the 








adoption of the association, your committee ~ 


are anxious to state that they are actuated 
by a strong sense of the importance of the 
subject in its relation both to humanity and 
morals. 
lieve that the countenance afforded to the 
form of charlatanry herein alluded to is 
detrimental to the true interests of the pub- 
lic, as it is subversive of that strict integrity 
which ought to characterize practitioners 
of medicine, and which has ever diatin- 
guished the profession in these kingdoms.” 

Such, then, continued Dr. Cormack, is the 
report of your committee, and we now ask 
you to adopt it as an expressiof of the sen- 
timents of this association. Let us say our 
own mind plainly and calmly. Silence 
would be far better than the giving forth a 
feeble and uncertain sound. 

Very eloquent speeches were made by 
Drs. Williams, Cowan, and others, for 
which we have not at present room, when 
the report was unanimously agreed to.— 
Provincial Med. and Surg. Journ., 20ih 
Aug., 1851. 


To Readers and Correspondents. — It 


: being exceedingly desirable for subscribers 


that Malgaigne’s Surgery should be given 
complete within the present year, we shall 
be compelled, in order to accomplish this 
object, to curtail the department of News 
in the present and two succeeding Nos. 
of this journal. 


They most conscientiously be- .” 








